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The Story of Sir David Attenborough

David /A\Henborough was born in London on 8 Mag 1926. BH the
time he was / Years old, he had become very interested in science
and the natural world. He er}joged going on Cgcling expedlﬁons

and collecﬂng f osslls, rocks and even bird eqgs. He leepjf tanks of
Jrr*ochcml fish and loved searchln.g for newts in local ponds. When he
was 8 Years old, he visited the Natural Hlsjforg Museum in London,

and was amazed at the thousands of different butterflies that

were on dlsplag.

David grew up in Leicester where his father was head of the
umversljrg. He lived with his parents, Marg and Frederick, and his fuo
brothers, Richard and John, I 1939, Jjust before the sJ;arJr of the
Eeccind_r\il\/orld V\/oj, sLs;clers Irene and Helga came 1o live with the
amily. [ hey were Jewish refugees fro
of their parents. David and h?s broth;nr‘seerman\LJ o1 st e
meedlajfelg welcomed the glrls into their home
and Jfreajfed them as if Jthey were their sisters,
The girls stayed for seven years.

Throughoujf his school years, David became more
interested in the natural world. His love of l'Lv'Lng
thi.ngs led him to sfudg natural sciences at Cambri.dge - Ve—
umversljfg. After unlverstjfg, he served in the Rogol

No.vg for two years and spenjf time in both North

Wales and Scotland. In 1947/, David went to London

% and became an editor for a pub[lshi.ng company who
made science books for schools. He had to make
,» sure that the science in the books was Comp[ejcelg
%\‘ accurate. In 1950 he married Jane and had two
g chlldren, Robert and Susan.
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A few Years lajfer, David decided he wanted to work in

television. In the 19505, televisions were black and white and

onlg had two channels: BBC and ITV. When DavldJoi.ned the

BBC, he disliked the natural hlsjforg programmes that were \\ \\\\\\ \\““\\'li\hu
be'mg mo.de, Qs theg broughjf animals into the television studio |

and away from their natural habitats. He introduced a new

series called Zoo @uesjc, which filmed animals in zoos but also

in the wild. The show was a huge success and David's career

as a naturalist and broadcaster had begun.

Over the last seveanH years, David has produoed, written and presenjted many of
the world's most famous wildlife documentaries, watched bH millions of people all

over the world. Theg include Life on Earth (1979), The |_'Lvi.n9 Plonet (198"0, The
Blue Planet (2001) and Planet Earth (2005). Not only has he shoun us the

beaujfg of our planejc, but he has also introduced us to animals and plcmjcs never
seen before. He has received many awards for his work 'anludlng Q knlghjchood

in 1985, In ZOZO, the Queen gave him a very speC'Lal medal called the Knlghjf
Grand Cross of the Order of St Michael and St George. It is one of the highest
honours given bg the Queen and was given to David for the work he has done in
broo.dcasﬁng and conservation. He has also had eleven plcmjt and animal species

named after him mcludi.ng a 190 million year old repﬁle called Attenborosaurus!

In recent Years David has become a campaigner for the
environment. Mang of his more recent documentaries warn

us of the damo.ge we are causing to our i raglle plcmejf. In
2@17, his Blue Planet series showed us what p[asﬁcs are
do’mg to marine life and many people Chcmged their use of
plasﬁc after wajcchmg it. Extinction: The Facts (ZOZO)
hlghllghjfed the number of animals and p[anjfs be'mg lost all
over the world and encourages us all to take action to rewild
our p[o.nejf, before it's too late.

David's popularity continues to grow. In September 2020, he joined
Instagram and gained over 1 million followers in just 4 hours. Despite
being in his nineties, he works hard protecting our planet and is still seen

as an inspiration to people of all ages, all over the world.
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